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The right touch: Song Kun’s ‘diary’

Umversals'tudms-Beumg

Until Friday 17

but Song Kun is no country bumpkin
witha bucket of dime-store paint. She is
thelatest voice of China’s urban young
—avoice where adolescent fantasy makes
love to hell-bent-for-leather desire. In
Song's world, dream and reality spring
naked from the gutter, plucking guitars
ona frost-covered lawn.

Her new solo show is called ‘365: It’s
My Life’. To complete the project, the
artist painted one small canvas per day
for one year in what she calls ‘a diary’.
Song explains, ‘Painting a diary like this

debutsoloshowisout in the sticks,

the world...and T hope my friends and
the people [ love see in these pictures
what their lives mean to me.’

Thetitle for each canvasis the date
of composition. If the artist did not paint
onacertain day, she didn’t go back to
catchup—she simply left a blank canvas.
Some compositions are left uncompleted,
asif she got bored, distracted or lazy and
decided to down tools and start afresh the
nextday. Elsewhere, she keeps the com-
position unfinished on purpose, leaving a
seductive cushion of white space.

Speaking of seduction, we have bed-
room portraits of young couples making
love, naked poses before an oval mirror,
hands at the piano (one donning a white

ecomes my line of communication with

fishnet glove). She s fascinated with

Barbie dollsandlike her colleague, Yang
Jing, such portraits seem to combine
aconcern for small worlds with a lust for
bright colours and beautiful flesh — think
Joseph Cornell meets Pierre & Gilles
meets Chinese punk rock and you're
getting warm.

Pills from the medicine chest, a cute
bum clad in tight Popeye panties,a group
of friends onacycleride, landscapes
froma trip out of town, boyfriends in
cowboy hats, home interiors and small
toy monsters that dance arounda pot of
flowers. This isnot big, weighty, epic
work, butrather a sustained barrage of
rapid-fire images—personal, urban and
deeply poetic. SD

Exhibitions

Advice for readers
P Before a day denotes the closing
date; after a day denotes a starting
date.
REC denotes an opening reception
or other happening —including art
films, performance pieces, lectures
launches and all things art and live.
Advice for Contributors
Please submit exhibition information
by mail, email
(TOlistings@cimgchina.com).
Information must include dates,
times, address of venue, telephone
number and admission price, if any.
Deadline for submission is the 15th
of each month,

The Brewery
& Feijiacun

Arario Beijing

Cizam‘angﬂmwen' Bezhuqu L,
Anwai Befyuanjie, Chaoyang district
(5202 3800, www.arariobeijing.com).
OpenlOam- 6pm daily. ¥ j
HH R 240k %JE%@ZE%??J]HJMV.
Contemporary German Art Group
Exhibition: Artists from Leipzig You
might remember Leipzig as thelittle
German town that produced JS Bach —now
thecity’s inhabitants have another claim to
fame inastartling group of artists called the
New Leipzig School. Earlier this year The
New York Times called them ‘the young
lions of the internationalart scene.’
Participating artists include Christoph
Ruckhaberle, Martin Kobe, Uwe Kowski,
AxelKrause, Tobias Lehner, Rosa Loy,
Maix Mayer, Neo Rauch, Klasse Rautert,
Matthias Weischer, Julia Schmidt and David
Schnell. » Jan 21, 2007.

EMWgﬁtiiﬁ Gallery

Fu]a,aczm DongLu Lazgungymg[)ong;iu
Chagyang district (6438 574 7/139 1091
7965, www.dmagine-gallery.com). Open
10.30am-7pm Tue-Sun.
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‘Transparency’: Paintingson
Plexiglass from Fortunee Noel The
artistuses plexiglass toexpress therapid
changes that Chinese society is enduring as
thearchitectural landscape here moves from
opaque materials to transparent ones,

P Dec20

Caochangdi
&EastEnd

East Itnd Avt Zone B, Caochangdi Village No
249-3 Chaoyang districi (6433 5080/135
2171 4691). Open 1-6pm Wed-Sun or by
appointment.
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‘Utopia’: Works of Photography
from Felix Tian » Novy 19,

its Art and Music

ZXmoqu Dongba]mzfanﬂbkuanbav
Chaoyang district (wwi.currents.cc for
map), (5205 3805). Open Tue-Sun 11am-
6p

" ‘Happiness’: Zhang Peili Video
Installation The forefather of Chinese
video art comes to Beijing for the first timein
10 years, Zhang Peili’s new work

46 Time Out Beijing November 2006



